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THE CHURCH'S INTEREST IN SCHOLARSHIP 
PREVAILING APATHY TOWARD BIBLICAL STUDY 

The sixth number of the third volume of the New York Review 
carries the announcement that with this issue the journal ceases 
publication. The reason for the suspension is stated in the following 
terms : 

At its inception three years ago its editors promised to present the best work 
of Catholic scholars at home and abroad on theological and other problems of 
the present day. It is the keeping of that promise, not the breaking of it, that 
is the cause of the suspension of the Review. For the number of Catholics inter- 
ested in questions which are of importance to the thinkers of the present genera- 
tion — and which will be vital to all classes in the next — has been found to be 
so small that it does not justify the continuance of the Review. 

The Review in question was the exponent of the more progressive 
element of the Roman Catholic church in America. While not 
aggressive and radical enough to antagonize the great conservative 
section of the church, it nevertheless made its appeal distinctly and 
directly to those Catholics who sympathize with the Modernist move- 
ment. The appeal, however, finds no sufficient response and the 
journal perishes for lack of support. Let us not fall into the error 
of too hastily condemning Catholicism as lacking interest in the 
religious aspects of scientific and philosophical problems and of for- 
getting that American Protestantism itself is not altogether free from 
blame in this regard. The simple fact is that America boasts not a 
single scientific biblical or theological journal which is entirely self- 
supporting. All existing publications of this sort are either sub- 
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sidized or endowed, or supported by some scientific organization. 
The great majority of theological magazines are denominational 
organs existing for the propagation of specific tenets and the cultiva- 
tion of denominational zeal and loyalty. At least one high-grade, 
independent theological quarterly has died of starvation within the 
last decade. Others are kept going only by the most self-denying 
labors on the part of both editors and contributors. There is no 
distinction in this matter between Catholic and Protestant; both are 
alike apathetic toward the discovery and furtherance of truth for its 
own sake. 

THEOLOGICAL PARTISANSHIP 

One reason for this somewhat discouraging situation doubtless 
lies in the fact that we are all by nature partisans, and especially so in 
religious and theological affairs. We instinctively "take sides" and 
strive strenuously that victory may rest upon our banners. We 
easily fall into the error of being satisfied with partial truth ; the full- 
orbed concept escapes us. The ability to see things as they really are, 
rather than as we want them to be, is acquired only by long and arduous 
training. " Truth for truth's sake" is a modern slogan; it is the label 
of the scientific spirit, itself a recent production. Truth for man's sake 
is the utterance of the Christian spirit. Both alike when properly under- 
stood are insistent upon truth and nothing but the truth. But the 
church is slow to realize its own highest ideals. Encouragement for 
those who long for rapid progress in the development of the church's 
loyalty to truth is to be found in the degree to which long-established 
sectarian prejudices and carefully guarded denominational barriers are 
breaking down, and have broken down in recent decades. Christian 
people are drawing closer together in a common effort to realize and 
incarnate the truth underlying all their various systems. Never 
was there a more opportune time than the present for developing a 
contagious enthusiasm for truth, a passion for its discovery that 
will not stop short of finding it, however long and difficult the search, 
and a zeal for its propagation that will be satisfied with nothing less 
than its lodgment in the mind and heart of every individual. In 
such an atmosphere scientific journals, even in the realm of exegesis 
and theology, would find abundant support and stimulus. 
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THEOLOGICAL CONSERVATISM 

Another reason for the apathy which characterizes the church's 
attitude toward the findings of biblical and theological scholarship 
lies in the conservatism which is characteristic of religion. Nothing 
moves more slowly away from the past than the religious spirit. 
Rooted firmly in history it regards its religious inheritance as a sacred 
trust and is loath to change its form. Dealing with the most funda- 
mental and precious convictions of the human heart it shrinks from 
the shock that inevitably accompanies theological change and recon- 
struction. It naturally fears and distrusts everything that causes it 
pain. It is not surprising therefore that the Catholic church has not 
welcomed " Modernism" with open arms or that the Protestant church 
has yielded grudgingly to the advance of biblical criticism and " new 
theology." Great changes in the thought of the church have never 
been wrought suddenly. Long processes of preparation have lain 
behind every great movement in the history of the church. Minori- 
ties are converted into majorities only by long-continued agitation 
and education through pulpit and press. The future of the church 
is always in the hands of a clear-sighted and far-seeing minority. 
The price of theological progress is hard labor in the face of more 
or less violent opposition. But the torch of truth must be kept ablaze 
even though it consume those who uphold it. The time has not yet 
come, and never will, when the church may be considered to have 
attained the maximum of light available for its guidance. The need 
of a scientific and sane religious press in American life is indisputably 
clear. Only so can the ministry be kept in touch with the progress of 
theological thought or the layman be brought into close touch with the 
great issues now occupying men's minds. Intelligent leadership apart 
from a progressive and aggressive religious press can hardly be expected. 
No greater calamity could befall the church than the silencing of its 
scientific and scholarly publications, either through the behest of 
hostile authority or through the fact of insufficient support due to 
profound apathy of the church at large. Fortunately signs are not 
wanting that the Protestant church in America, at least, is awakening 
to its needs in this respect. The recent establishment of one new 
theological quarterly and the wide reading rapidly being secured by 
another one point in this direction. 
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MATERIALISM IN AMERICAN LIFE 

A third element to be taken into consideration in accounting for 
the slight support hitherto accorded in America to scientific publica- 
tions in theology is to be sought in the physical background of our 
national life. The necessities attendant upon the establishment of 
homes in a new country, on the one hand, and, on the other, the un- 
paralleled abundance of physical resources offered by the territory have 
combined to center attention and energy upon the material aspects of 
our civilization. The result is a comfort, wealth, and splendor pre- 
viously unknown. But the absorption of energy in these directions 
left little time or inclination for the cultivation of the aesthetic, intel- 
lectual, and spiritual phases of life. These have been allowed largely 
to care for themselves; the generally prevailing attitude toward prog- 
ress in all these matters has been one of apathy. For example, in the 
October issue of the Atlantic Monthly, a New York editor is moved to 
discuss this question: "Can a newspaper tell its readers the plain, 
unflattering truth and pay its way ? " The editor's conclusion, " there 
are the most hopeful indications that we have now a sufficient public 
thirst for truth to guarantee a market for such a newspaper," while 
encouraging for the future, takes it for granted that such a newspaper 
has been an impossibility thus far. The possession of such an 
elementary and fundamental virtue as that presupposed by the 
truth-telling newspaper would seem to be indispensable to a people's 
progress toward the heights of civilization. The same lame and 
halting step has characterized the progress of the fine arts in America : 
we are yet feeling our way; we have not yet arrived. We are an 
intensely practical people, though not devoid of high ideals; but the 
softer and finer elements in us have not as yet come to their own. 
Our volitional and sentimental powers are but in their infancy. 
Measured by the standards of either Greece or Israel, we have yet 
much to attain. 

THE CHURCH AND BIBLE STUDY 

The place of the church in the task of bringing the nation up to 
its highest possibilities is supreme. The old description of religion 
as the mother of the arts and sciences has still a measure of truth. 
The need for inspiration and vision it is her inalienable right to sup- 
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ply; nowhere else is satisfaction to be found. Her task is to enable 
men to live courageous and God-fearing lives in the present age, to 
enable them to interpret the world as they know it in terms of God 
and goodness. To this end a knowledge of the spiritual problems 
and experiences of previous generations of the church is practically 
indispensable. We learn to perform our task by observing the per- 
formance of others who have already learned. Hence arises the 
value of the Bible in the religious life of the race. It furnishes us 
when rightly interpreted a laboratory notebook of the experiences of 
the greatest experts in religion the world has known. The free and 
untrammeled study of this record is of supreme importance. The 
nearer we can come to the hearts of the men whose inmost experiences 
are here writ down, the greater will be the benefit accruing to us. We 
see them fighting unflinchingly the battle of faith against enemies as 
real and powerful as any that ever confront us and with weapons no 
better and no worse than those available to us. We realize our 
oneness with them in the struggle that was, that is, and that ever 
shall be. We are emboldened by their triumphs and fortified by 
their example, so that we renew our own contest with an access of 
courage and strength. It behooves us, therefore, to further in every 
possible way the effort to get at the real facts regarding the saints of 
old, and to make them and their work intelligible to the great body of 
the church. This is a scientific task which in the nature of the case 
demands the expert guidance of specially prepared scholars, but 
demands also the cordial interest and co-operation of all who desire 
the highest ideals to prevail in our religious life. 



